
PSSA GRAND SLAM, Grade 5

�  Comprehension Publishing� Reproducing this page is prohibited by law.

Table of Contents
MSA Grand Slam, Grade 5

Table of Contents
PSSA Grand Slam, Grade 5

Assessment Anchor 
Eligible Content

Unit I	 Active Reading. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Unit Passage: 	 “Introducing...Stamps!” (preview). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5
	 Lesson 1:  Skim Ahead. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6	 B.3.3.2; B.3.3.3

Unit Passage: 	 “Introducing...Stamps!” (full text) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8
	 Lesson 2:  Ask Questions. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9	 B.1.2.1

	 Lesson 3:  Look for Information. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11	 A.1.4.1; A.2.4.1

	 Lesson 4:  Solve Problems. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13	 A.1.2.2; A.2.2.2; B.1.2.1

	 Lesson 5:  Assemble Your Answer. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 15	 A.1.4.1; A.1.5.1; A.2.4.1; A.2.5.1

Practice with Hints:	 “Brotherly Differences”. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 17

Unit II	 Understanding What You Read. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 21

Unit Passage:	 “Fiery Neighbors”. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22
	 Lesson 6:  Author’s Purpose . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 24	 A.1.6.1; A.1.6.2; A.2.6.1; A.2.6.2

	 Lesson 7:  Main Idea and Supporting Details . .  .  .  .  .  . 25	 A.1.4.1; A.2.4.1

	 Lesson 8:  Context Clues . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 27	 A.1.1.1; A.1.2.2; A.2.1.1; A.2.1.2; A.2.2.2

	 Lesson 9:  Word Structure. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28	 A.1.1.2; A.1.2.1; A.2.2.1

	 Lesson 10:  Using Graphics. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30	 B.3.3.3

	 Lesson 11:  Summarizing. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 32	 A.1.5.1, A.2.5.1

Practice with Hints:	 “A Death-Defying Dinner”. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 33
Practice on Your Own:	 “A Miller, His Son, and Their Donkey” . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37

Unit III	 Thinking About What You Read. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 41

Unit Passage:	 “Amazing Survival Story or Wishful Thinking?” . .  .  .  .  . 42
	 Lesson 12:  Sequence and Organization. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 44	 B.3.3.1; B.3.3.4

	 Lesson 13:  Cause and Effect. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 45	 B.3.3.1

	 Lesson 14:  Comparison and Contrast. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 46	 B.3.3.1

	� Lesson 15: � Inference, Conclusion, .
and Generalization . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 47	 A.1.3.1; A.1.3.2; A.2.3.1; A.2.3.2

	 Lesson 16:  Fact and Opinion. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 48	 B.3.1.1

	 Lesson 17:  Bias & Exaggeration. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 49	 B.3.2.1

Practice with Hints:	 “Max Tries Something New”. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50
Practice on Your Own:	 “The Perfect Pet” . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 54



PSSA GRAND SLAM, Grade 5

Reproducing this page is prohibited by law.	 Comprehension Publishing  �

MSA Grand Slam, Grade 5

Table of Contents
PSSA Grand Slam, Grade 5

Table of Contents
Assessment Anchor 
Eligible Content

Unit IV	 Finding Meaning in Literature. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  59

Unit Passage:	 Adapted from Daddy-Long-Legs. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 60
	 Lesson 18:  Theme. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 62	 B.1.1.1

	 Lesson 19:  Character and Point of View. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 63	 B.1.1.1; B.2.2.1; B.2.2.2

	 Lesson 20:  Setting. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 65	 B.1.1.1

	 Lesson 21:  Plot. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 66	 B.1.1.1

	 Lesson 22:  Author’s Use of Language. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 67	 B.2.1.1; B.2.1.2; B.2.1.3; B.2.1.4

Practice with Hints:	 �“My Home” and Excerpt from .
“Good-Bye, Little Cabin” . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 69

Practice on Your Own:	 “The First Voyage of Sindbad”. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 73

Practice Test 1	 Practicing for the PSSA. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  77

Practice Test 2	 Practicing for the PSSA. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  108


