PSSA GRAND SLAM, Grade 4

Most of this passage is nonsense text. Look at the parts in English and
then go on to the next page.

Riding Bikes

Betweev 15 ovd 20 WAALOV VE® BLywyAes Ope GOAD LV TNIG YOLVIPY
eoym veap. Ao you nome o, Puryyre? 1o wou 6o, mnepe do yovu yo? Do
you know how other people use their bikes?

Business or Pleasure?

Tne National Bicycling and Walking Study, Sove By tne Y.2.
AemopTtuevt o TpovemopTorTiov, AOOKED 0T NOM ME VGE P YyAEG.
ABovut 2.8 AAov teomAe oryed 17 ovd omeP PEYLAOPAY YO TO WOPK, OP
commute, By Bike. Pop pope meomAe, afout 27.5 WAAMOV 0ldVATS, pLoe

00p QUV.
APBovut 15 Aoy peyvriop BywyMoto ape oryed 16 ovd vvoep.

Average Distance Ridden Per Year

Adults Who Commute dVb dVé) dVé) dVé) dVb dV{\) (5
Adults Who Ride for Fun | (3¢ A%

Riders 16 and Under | (30

One dvb stands for about 200 miles.

Why Bikes?
BuywyAes yov Be xovmevievt avd cost effective. Qe dov T nome Tne
TPLYE 00 YOLGOAVE TO WOPPY afouTt, ove pLdep cond. Tney oAco omotd

Pry Tpoddry, popuo.

Getting in Gear

Mope meomAe BrywyAe v YOOO meaINEP
o Bod weortnep. Pdvy v pov op ovom
1G VOT GOp eMEPYOVE, LT GOLE PLOEPT

00 1T. Zme(LoA YAOTNED, ALKE PO KETO,
YAODEG, OVO TLYNTG YOV NEAT KEET OVT
@O OvVO pouLy.

[TeomAe pLdwvy v TpodOLy LOOY MOVT TO &
VGE 0L OTEYLOA LIPPOp. AV veEmevolme

NEMIET YoV Y00T 0l MTTAE 06 10, Put 1t
YOV GOE Youp PBpov ovd Youp Ade.

U

The most important
equipment.
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Notes

Titles are clues about the
topic or the main idea.

Introductory and
concluding sentences
may tell you more about
the main idea.

Empbhasis in italics or
bold highlights key
words.

Graphs and charts show
a lot of information at
once. Keys show us how
to understand them.

Subheads tell you the
main idea of a certain
part of the text.

Labels or captions are
titles for pictures.
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Skim Ahead

B.3.3.2 B.3.3.3

If you go to a hobby shop, you’ll probably look for your favorite toys and models. You might
look for airplanes. You might look for boats. You probably won’t try to find out how many
models there are or where each model came from. At first, you look at the “big picture.” This is
more important than the little details.

It is the same with reading something new. Don’t just start reading. Look around first. Skim
ahead. When you skim ahead, you look for clues about what you are going to read.

Okim Al reading has a purpose. It might be for entertainment or to find a piece of
information. It might be to decide what you think about the subject. Know your purpose before
you begin. That will help you pay attention in the right places.

When you looked at “Riding Bikes” on the previous page, you

The callout boxes couldn’t just start reading. Most of the words were nonsense. The
explained what key words you could read called for attention in different ways. They
information these were given special treatment because they help organize and highlight
features show. important information.

There are many other common organizers. For example:

® The table of contents shows how and where the material is divided into sections.
® The index helps you locate key topics.
® The glossary defines important words and concepts.

® Footnotes tell you more about part of the text, like where it came from.

Connections Look at this page without trying to read specific words.

E What parts call for your attention? Write your answer on the lines below.
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©kim When you are reading during a test or for homework, don’t just skim the reading
passage. Skim the questions, too! Note what they ask about so that you know what to look for as
you read.

Example

Look again at “Riding Bikes” on page 5. Look at the title, subheads, picture, caption, chart, and any highlighted
words. Use what you have learned to Skim Ahead, then come back to answer the question below.

What is “Riding Bikes” mostly about?

Keisha’s Answer
“Riding Bikes” is about what people Ao with their vikes. It also gives Hhe vesults

of & study of bicycling, and talks about equipment.

D  Keisha figured out what the passage is mostly about. She didn’t need to read the whole passage.
; She looked for the clues left by the author. The title told her the subject is bikes. The last sentence
C of the first paragraph told her the main idea.
g Keisha also tells you more than the main idea. She uses the information from emphasized text, pictures,
¢ and captions to add more details about the study and bicycle equipment.
Example

Look again at “Riding Bikes” on page 5. Look at the title, subheads, picture, caption, chart, and any highlighted
words. Use what you have learned to Skim Ahead, then come back to answer the question below.

What is the MOST important thing that the “Average Distance” chart shows?

® Bicyclists should always use helmets. © Commuters go much farther than other
kinds of riders.

Many people do not use bikes at all. ® Commuters are people who ride their
bicycles to work.

D @ Based on the caption to the helmet ® The chart shows this very clearly, using the
I picture, this may be true. But it is not what number of bicycles to show distance.

) the chart is about.

5 There is no way to conclude this from the © This may be true. But there is nothing

S information in the chart. in the chart to define what “commuter”

S means.
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